THE COMMEMORATIVE MEDALLION 
of the 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


Thirty five years ago the medallion was issued on the occasion of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the founding of the Society. It was designed to symbolize the high 
standard of the art and science of Numismatics and capture the culture, dignity, 
and beauty of the avocation. The medallion, as modern and appropriate today as it 
was then, speaks well of the original concept. 


The medallion was designed by the late Andrey Avinoff, 8 Russian born 
Numismatist and scholar who was at the time Director of the Carnegie Museum in 
Pittsburgh. It is 1-9/16 inches in diameter, 1/l inch thick in the center and 
3/32 inches at the rimless edge. The issue was limited to 110 of which 10 were 
in silver and 00 in bronze, 


The obverse, striking in its simplicity, has for its central theme a high- 
relief miniature of a decadram of Syracuse, considered by many the most beautiful 
of coins. In this Hellenic, Sicilian (Greek) colony of Corinth, in about 1,00 B.C., 
the state of the art had advanced to a stage believed to be unequaled in antiquity 
and unsurpassed to this day. Eminating from the coin in all directions and down= 
ward toward the lower plane of the edge (center 1/4", edge 3/32") are cresses- 
shaped radiations, interspersed with straight tapering radiations symbolizing the 
diffusion of knowledge, inspiration and culture which numismatics has contributed 
to civilation. No lettering, background design, rim or other distracting element 
detracts from the simple forcefwllness of the obverse, 


The reverse has for its predominating feature the name of the Society over 
which are the dates 1878-1928. Above is a six-pointed star representing the search 
for knowledge. Below is the Roman numeral "L", signifying the 50 years of existence 
of the Society. All of these devices are in low relief rising from a level, rimless 
field, 


The Society was founded on June 1, 1878 when eight men met formally in 
Pittsburgh to organize a society for the study of numismatic science and for ex- 
change of ideas and information, This was the same year incidentally that the 
world's first commercial telephone exchange was inaugurated. Consider how numis- 
matics and communication have developed over the years. The Society's library 
is outstanding and continues to grow. Monthly meetings are valuable sources of 
information, Members have served the Carnegie Museum in posts from Trustee to 
Director and from Curator to Associate in the Museum's Section of Coins, 


The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Society was celebrated by a dinner at the 
Rittenhouse Hotel in Pittsburgh, on June lh, 1928, at which time this medallion 
was issued to members, On only one occasion of record has a copy been presented 
to a non-member. That was on November 16, 1963 when one was presented to Mr. 
John J. Pittman of Rochester, New York, as a token of appreciation for his fine 
address to the Society at its annual banquet in its eighty sixth year. 


